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SUB J : STATUS OF U.S. OPPORTUNITIES IN SOLAR ENERGY - IRAN 

REF: STATE 213137 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO REFTEL, EMBASSY CONTACTED DR. VOJDANI, DIRECTOR OF 
MATERIALS AND ENERGY RESEARCH CENTER OF IRAN 

(MERC), AND DR. LAREJANI, DIRECTOR OF R AND D FOR NEW SOURCES OF 
ENERGY, 

MINISTRY OF ENERGY, TO INQUIRE ABOUT POSSIBLE FORTHCOMING PROPOSALS. 

2. VOJDANI'S MERC, ON BEHALF OF NATIONAL IRANIAN RADIO AND TELEVISION 

WILL BUY FIVE KILOWATTS OF FLAT PLATE SOLAR CELLS FOR INSTALLATION 
AT TWO REPEATER STATIONS, AND ONE KW OF SOLAR CELL CONCENTRATORS. 
MERC HAS LUMP SUM PROCUREMENT CONTRACT UNDER WHICH DR. VOIDANI WILL 
ATTEMPT TO INVOLVE AS MANY DIFFERENT MANUFACTURERS AS POSSIBLE FOR 
THIS PRELIMINARY INSTALLATION. BASED ON A ONE YEAR PERFORMANCE 
EVALUATION OF THE SOLAR EQUIPMENT AT THESE TWO REPEATER STATIONS, 

NIRT PLANS TO CONVERT OTHER STATIONS TO SOLAR-POWERED OPERATION IN 
FUTURE. 
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3. DR. VOJDANI WILL VISIT REPEATER STATIONS AND INTENDS WITHIN A 
FEW WEEKS, TO CONTACT MANUFACTURERS FOR QUOTATIONS ON ABOVE 
REQUIREMENTS. 

4. SCIATT REVIEWED STATUS OF ON-GOING U.S. SOLAR COMMERCIALI- 
ZATION EFFORTS IN IRAN WITH VOJDANI AND LAREJANI: (A) VOJDANI HAS 
REVIEWED AND MADE RECOMMENDATION TO LAREJANI (MOE) RE MCDONNELL 
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DOUGLAS PROPOSAL FOR A SOLAR PILOT PLANT. EMBASSY BELIEVES VOJDANI 
RECOMMENDATION TO BE NEGATIVE BASED ON SOPHISTICATION INHERENT IN 
PILOT PLANT DESIGN. LAREJANI HAS APPARENTLY TAKEN NO ACTION ON 
THIS PROPOSAL YET; (B) LAREJANI HAS TAKEN NO ACTION ON 15 
AUGUST LETTER FROM FRED HAYNES TO FORMER MINISTER OF ENERGY TAVAKOLI, 
DEALING WITH THE JOINT TEAM-SOLAREX EFFORT TO DEVELOP GENERAL 
DESIGN OF A VILLAGE PHOTO-VOLTAIC AND THERMAL ENERGY SYSTEM. VOJDANI 
HAS JUST RECEIVED HIS COPY OF THIS LETTER FOR MERC EVALUATION. 

(COMMENT: EMBASSY DOES NOT EXPECT MUCH ACTION IN NEXT SEVERAL 
WEEKS, SINCE 27 AUGUST CABINET CHANGES, INCLUDING MOE TAVAKOLI 
REPLACEMENT BY JAHANGIR MAHD-MINA, STRONGLY SUGGESTS 
ENSUING "WAIT AND SEE" PERIOD IN GOVERNMENT.); (C) VOJDANI IS ALSO 
IN PROCESS OF REVIEWING PROPOSAL FROM PRC FOR IRANSHAHR NEWTOWN 
(IN BALUCHESTAN), TO PROVIDE SOLAR HEATING AND COOLING. 

5. SCIATT CONFIRMED THAT NO SPECIFIC GOI FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS HAVE 
BEEN TAKEN TO DATE AS RESULT OF JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE STAFFDEL 
VISIT (POMPIER. TYLER AND JOHNSON) IN EARLY JULY. 

6. EMBASSY WILL 

KEEP DEPT INFORMED OF GOI ACTION IN SOLAR FIELD AS THEY BECOME 
KNOWN. IN INTEREM EMBASSY SUGGESTS DOE APPRISE PROSEPECTIVE U.S. 
SUPPLIERS OF NIRT INTEREST IN REPEATER PHOTOVOLTAICS AND 
UPCOMING SULICITATION. 

SULLIVAN 
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